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Hope for school \97

girls in Afghanistan Christmas

Bowl

The coronavirus is making it even
harder for girls in Afghanistan to get an education
and realise their dreams. Schools closed in March and
most children don’t have internet, TV or radio to learn
remotely. Act for Peace’s local partner is distributing
self-learning packages to children, advocating for
girls’ education, and getting schools ready to reopen.
You can help this vital work. Please give today.

*’* CALL: 1800 025 101 VISIT: actforpeace.org.auv/christmasbowl *ﬁ

The Christmas appeal of Act for Peace, the international aid agency of the National Council of Churches in Australia. ABN 86 619 970 188





Minister of the Word 
Rev. Caro Field 0418 363 707
Parish Administration Office
Ph. 6326 5928 Mon – Fri 9:30am-2.00pm

                                                                                       Email: lnuc.office@gmail.com
Launceston North Congregation      9.15am 
128-132 George Town Road, Newnham

Lilydale Congregation (1st and 3rd) 11.15am       
1953 Main Road, Lilydale


Let’s start at the very beginning.... hang on!
Today is the first Sunday of the Season of Advent, or the first Sunday of the new liturgical year; so in some ways it would be appropriate for those of us within the church to wish each other a Happy New Year today.

This new year is Year B in our three-year lectionary cycle, and our focus for this year will be on the Gospel of Mark. However, this morning’s gospel reading comes, not from the beginning, but rather from the end, of Mark’s gospel. Have you ever noticed that this is what happens on the first Sunday of Advent every year? The gospel reading is usually about the end of the world, not the beginning, as one might expect on the first Sunday of the new church year.

Last week I shared with you from Jan Richardson’s blog, The Painted Prayerbook. Over the years I have become a bit of a fan of the wonderful artwork and thoughtful reflections on the Lectionary that she writes, so would like to share some more of her words with you this week. (This comes from her special Advent blog, called The Advent Door, which can be found on the internet at: http://adventdoor.com/).

It used to come as something of a shock to me: that a season commonly perceived to be about joy and peace always begins with the end of the world. Every year, on the first Sunday of Advent, the lectionary gives us a little apocalypse. That’s what it’s actually called: “Little Apocalypse” is the name often given to Jesus’ discourse on the Mount of Olives, where he describes to his listeners the events that will take place as he returns.

This time around, as Advent approaches, Jesus’ apocalyptic talk comes not so much as a shock as it does something that feels familiar to me. December 2 will, unbelievably, mark a year since Gary’s unexpected death - a year since our world came to an end, a year since the onset of my own little apocalypse.

The ending of one’s personal world is not the same, I know, as The End of the World that Jesus describes here. Yet the first Sunday of Advent invites us to recognise that these endings are connected; that the Christ who will return at the end of time somehow inhabits each ending we experience in this life. Every year, Advent calls us to practice the apocalypse: to look for the presence of Christ who enters into our every loss, who comes to us in the midst of devastation, who gathers us up when our world has shattered, and who offers the healing that is a foretaste of the wholeness he is working to bring about not only at the end of time but also in this time, in this place.

As Advent begins, is there something in your life that is ending? How might you look for the presence of Christ who comes to you in that place

Have a thoughtful week,
Caro.

Next Sunday: RCL Readings for 6th December (Advent 2B)
Isaiah 40:1-11; Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13; 2 Peter 3:8-15a; Mark 1:1-8

Read: Mark 1:1-8 and reflect on the following questions:
1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?

2. John the Baptist serves a crucial role by paving the way for Jesus. What part does John play in your understanding of Christian faith? 

3. Jesus had John the Baptist to “cry out in the wilderness” and “make the paths straight.” Who in your life has played this role? Who has paved the way for you in your journeys?

4. What historical figures do you think have paved the way for our faith and for Jesus Christ? Do you think this is still a relevant role to be filled in our modern times?

5. What would it look like to pave the way for Christ today?

News & Stuff

* Welcome to Brian Cole, who is leading worship this morning!

* Christmas Bowl 2020- There are three different ways that you can donate to the Christmas Bowl this year:
1. Use the special donation envelope enclosed in this week’s pew sheet
2. The ‘loose change’ offering in the font at Newnham will be directed to the Christmas Bowl during the 4 Sundays of Advent.

3. If you are an ‘online’ kind of person, you can donate via the special LNUC Christmas Bowl website: mycb.link/48893. 
(If you would like a receipt for tax purposes, you will need to use the website or the envelope to donate.)
* Accommodation needed- Tial Siang is a young Chin woman who is a member of the Hobart North UCA congregation, and currently lives in their Mission House. Tial will soon be moving to Launceston for work, and is seeking accommodation, preferably in the Mowbray area, or close to the Launceston CBD (as she doesn’t have a car). She is happy to board with a family or rent a room in a share house. If you can help, please contact Tial (Ph 0490 782 163, email: tsiang.sais@gmail.com).
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