[image: image1.emf][image: image2.png]





27/09/2020
[image: image3.jpg]THE AUTHORITY OF,

k233343, 1 19.17. 5

s they Were going out,/ they ey
a

s2f ! 2
g med Simon, anq 4533 mn1o

17
€ Cross ver a8,

» yo
Marabiss




Minister of the Word 
Rev. Caro Field 0418 363 707
Parish Administration Office
Ph. 6326 5928 Mon – Fri 9:30am-2.00pm

                                                                                       Email: lnuc.office@gmail.com
Launceston North Congregation      9.15am 
128-132 George Town Road, Newnham

Lilydale Congregation (1st and 3rd) 11.15am       
1953 Main Road, Lilydale


On Whose Authority?

Authority is an interesting thing, and different people react to it in different ways. In Australia, challenging authority is practically a national pastime, possibly due to our convict heritage. In recent months we’ve seen the authority of our government leaders challenged, both nationally, and in the states, as people have been questioning decisions made about Covid-19 border closures, lockdowns and other restrictions of movement and business activities. (I certainly wouldn’t want to be in Victorian Premier Dan Andrews’ shoes at the moment, as just about every move his government makes in response to the severe situation in Victoria is criticised brutally.)

In this week’s gospel reading (Matthew 21:23-32) Jesus’ authority was also questioned. As he was teaching in the temple, the chief priests and elders came up to him and asked him on whose authority he was doing these things (and the “these things” he was doing could also have referred to Jesus’ actions earlier in this chapter of Matthew’s gospel, when he overturned the tables in the temple to cast out the rip-off merchants from the temple court).

Robyn Whitaker (UCA biblical scholar) pointed out that, on the human level, Jesus would have been seen as some guy from rural Galilee, noone particularly important, and probably not well known in Jerusalem. So for him to have walked into the Temple in Jerusalem and begin teaching would have been akin to one of us today walking into the Vatican and starting to preach. I don’t think any of us would get very far with that before being calmly escorted out by the security staff. So it’s not unreasonable for the temple officials to have questioned Jesus’ authority and right to be there.

But authority is an interesting thing (yes, I am repeating myself deliberately here). Some people have authority (or power, or status) that is given to them because of their position/job/role. And others have a kind of inherent authority, because of who they are: their wisdom, integrity, and internal strength; that certain ‘something’- hard to define- that makes those around them take notice and follow them. Jesus had this latter kind of authority, as even those who did not know who he was (as we do) responded to him, and sought to follow him, hanging off his every word.

When we make decisions about who we will allow to exercise authority over us, or who we will follow, it’s good to think about the different kinds of authority, and which is more valid or appropriate. As in many things, Jesus is a great role model to help us with this.
Have a great week,
Caro

Next Sunday: RCL Readings for 4th October (Pentecost 18A)
Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20; Psalm 19; Philippians 3:4b-14; Matthew 21:33-46

Read: Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 and reflect on the following questions:
1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?

2. The Ten Commandments are often seen as a “don't do this” set of rules. Really they are framework for a “but instead do that” set of guidelines. Write a set of positive rules based on reversals where needed (not all above are negative directions) eg. v13 “you shall protect life”. 

3. Fear (awe) of God is often mentioned in the Hebrew Scriptures. What does standing in awe of God mean for you?

4. What do you stand before in awe? Can you think of a time, or times, when fear replaced awe for you? 

5. “Fear God and dread nothing.” Is this true? How?

News and Stuff

* Congratulations to Bronwyn Howard, the Synod office Queen of Footy Tipping for this year. We look forward to seeing your trophy once it makes it out of quarantine in the Synod office.

* Uniting Tasmania- The October edition of the Presbytery newsletter is out this week. There will be a copy included with this week’s mailout.

* Welcome Kate Rayner- Kate commenced work this week as Administration Officer, working with Bronwyn in the UCA Tas Office. 

* Solar panels! The long-awaited solar panels are finally being installed on the roof of the Newnham church (completion will be on Tuesday). The decision to install solar panels came out of discussion at a congregation meeting last year, where we were seeking to be kinder to God’s good earth, and leave a smaller carbon footprint. We might also see a reduction in the cost of our electricity bills as a result, which would also be a welcome outcome, although that wasn’t the primary motivation for this move.
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