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Minister of the Word 
Rev. Caro Field 0418 363 707
Parish Administration Office
Ph. 6326 5928 Mon – Fri 9:30am-2.00pm

                                                                                       Email: lnuc.office@gmail.com
Launceston North Congregation      9.15am 
128-132 George Town Road, Newnham

Lilydale Congregation                      11.15am       
1953 Main Road, Lilydale


Who? Me?

In church, our Old Testament readings have recently started on the story of Moses. Accounts of the baby in the bulrushes, the burning bush, the Ten Commandments are familiar to people both within and beyond the church (perhaps also with a visual image of a young Charlton Heston clutching those stone tablets in the film ‘The Ten Commandments’).

Moses was a great man of God, revered and held high throughout the history of the Jewish people, but I wonder how many people realise that he was actually a bit of a reluctant hero? In fact God had to work pretty hard to get Moses to agree to be his spokesman, and counter many excuses. “Who shall I say sent me?... What if they don’t believe you sent me?... But I’m not a very good speaker… please send someone else”.

Somehow I don’t think Moses felt very great or important when he was saying these things, but God was convinced he was the right man for the job, and once Moses also accepted that and got on with it, the rest, as they say, is history.

How often do we shy away from opportunities because, like Moses, we lack confidence and think we’re not good enough for the job? I never cease to be amazed at the gifts, talents and faithfulness I find in members of our congregations, but far too often these gifts are coupled with lack of confidence in stepping out to exercise those gifts in the church and other places.

The good news is that we don’t have to be perfect, but just (as Moses eventually was) open to the possibilities that God might put in front of us. 

I’ve also heard people, especially those who might have been away from the church for a long time, say that they’re not good enough to even consider having anything to do with God. But again, God doesn’t expect us to be perfect, just open to letting his grace and love work in our lives. And that’s good news indeed.

Have a great week.
Caro

Next Sunday: RCL Readings for 6th September (Pentecost 14A)
Exodus 12:1-14; Psalm 149; Romans 13:8-14; Matthew 18:15-20

Read: Romans 13:8-14, and reflect on the following questions:
1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?
2. What does it mean for us to: “Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law.” What kind of debt is Paul calling us to set aside here - money or enmity and hatred. 

3. How can Paul’s words in today’s text be words of light for us in today’s world?

4. How can we “lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armour of light; and live honourably” today?

5. What are the worthwhile pursuits of life that you might be missing by staying up too late? What distracts you from being a light to a dark world? 
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News & Stuff

* Thanks to Ian and Diane Farquhar who led worship last Sunday. I had a lovely time away, relaxing on the Freycinet Peninsula, then spending an overnight in Hobart, and a couple of days in Nicholls Rivulet. As I enjoyed the freedom to travel way more than 5km and do things that our friends in Melbourne and some other places aren’t allowed to do, I was very much aware of how fortunate we are here in Tasmania, with the freedom of movement we enjoy, as well as the blessings of the beautiful scenery around our state. 

* Inclusive Worship Workshop- held via Zoom on two Wednesdays (Sept 2 & 16). A flyer with more information is included in this week’s email mailout. 

* Synod 2021- The next Synod meeting will be held over three days in February 2021, and due to the uncertainty of COVID restrictions, will be a fully online meeting. The Presbytery of Tasmania can appoint up to 8 lay and 8 ordained members to Synod. There will be a ballot at the Presbytery meeting on Sept 12 to elect our Tassie contingent, and if you are interested in participating in Synod this time round, contact Caro for more information and a Nomination/Expression of Interest form.
* Earlier this week we received the sad news of the death of Alison Overeem’s father. Alison is the manager of Leprena (the headquarters of the Uniting Aboriginal and Islander Christian Congress- Tas), and would be known to many of you. Please pray for Alison and her family at this time.
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