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It’s all about perspective

There’s a delightful story of two teenage boys who were playing backyard basketball. In the rough and tumble of the game, one of them lost a contact lens. Both boys stopped their game to search for the missing lens, but after a few minutes of fruitless searching gave up and reported the mishap to their mother. She came outside and took over the searching. Within a matter of minutes she located the lost lens.
“How did you manage that?” asked the son who had lost the lens.
“Well, we weren’t looking for the same thing,” his mother explained. “You were looking for a tiny piece of clear plastic. I was looking for $300!”

In this week’s reading from Matthew, we have a series of short, sharp parables. Whilst there seems to be two different sets with different messages- the first two parables about very small things (mustard seed and yeast) that grow to be very big (in the case of the seed), or to have great influence (in the case of the yeast); and the others relate to buying and selling, and seeing value in something. I think, though, that all of these stories have something in common- they rely on the perspective of the person who is seeing the item.

When you look at a mustard seed, you can either see a small seed, or the potential it has for growth into a large plant. Likewise with yeast, you can see a small amount of dry powder, or strangely-smelling, gooey mass, or else see the potential it has for contributing to delicious baked goods. 

I wonder how many other people had seen the block of land, but never looked closely enough to find the hidden treasure? Or people who had looked at the ‘pearl of great price’ but failed to recognise its true value? Although these parables are meant to be analogies of what the Kingdom of God is like, I can’t help but think that they also teach us a lesson about people, too. So often we take someone on face value, or only see a particular aspect of a person, without recognising the full depth, or potential that they might have. 

Our society seems bent on judging people by the occupation they hold or qualifications they might have. The question, “what do you do for a living/job?” is often one of the first things we ask when getting to know someone new. But people are much more than what they do, and much more valuable than the size of their bank account. As Christians, a part of us already knows this, yet often we still fall into the traps of paying more attention to the superficial things that the world values, rather than looking deeper to see the potential, or hidden treasure. I am reminded of God’s words to Samuel in 1 Samuel 16:7- ‘... the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.’ 

As you encounter people this week, I encourage you to look beyond the outward superficialities, and seek the hidden treasure that God can see. 

Have a great week. 

Caro.

Next Sunday: RCL Readings for 2nd August (Pentecost 9A)
Gen 32:22-31; Ps 17:1-7, 15; Rom 9:1-5; Matt 14:13-21

Read: Matthew 14:13-21, and reflect on the following questions:
1. What new words or ideas speak to you from the text? Why?

2. Close your eyes and imagine that you were there in the crowd when Jesus fed the 5000. What did you see? How did you feel?

3. How Jesus fed the crowd is a miracle. How might normal human sharing of picnic food available among the crowd ‘make a little go a long way’? 

4. Remember times in your life when you shared the little you had and there was more than enough. 

5. Following Jesus means us going forward without enough knowledge, training, or experience, but with enough faith to do whatever it is that Christ calls us to do. Remember a time when you did not think you had ‘enough’ to the job, when all you had was faith and hope, yet things worked out. 

News & Stuff

* Uniting Tasmania – Presbytery newsletter is available this week, make sure you get your copy. 

* Crosslight August edition will be out next week, in electronic format. Caro will circulate this via the weekly mailout- a PDF version to people with email, and a printout for those who receive via snail-mail.
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Happy 60th Birthday to Bronwyn Howard for the 28th of July.
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