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Minister of the Word 
Rev. Caro Field 0418 363 707

Parish Administration Office
Ph: 6326 5928  Mon – Fir 9:30am-2.00pm

                                                                                       Email: lnuc.office@gmail.com
Please note that while all services and face to face gatherings has been suspended for now both Caro and Mel will be available during their regular contact hours.  Thank you.


Resurrection

There was a show on TV a few years ago that features a young American boy who turns up in the middle of China, with no idea how he got there. It turns out that this boy was drowned 30 or so years earlier, but looks exactly as he did when he died, as if he has just woken up from some kind of suspended animation. Gradually, as the series progresses, other loved ones who have been deceased for many years begin appearing in town, which of course causes all manner of intrigue, mystery and drama.

The TV series is called ‘Resurrection’, and this week I was reminded of it, because it’s rather apt to be contemplating resurrection, given the readings that are set in the Lectionary this week, and of course, as we draw closer to Easter, when we will celebrate - albeit in a different way to usual - the most important resurrection of all, that of Jesus.

The reading that I will focus on in more depth in my ‘sermon’ text is the most famous passage from the prophet Ezekiel, where a valley full of dead, dry bones comes together to become a host of living, breathing human beings. Quite a resurrection. But note that it happens in steps, not all at once. First the bones come together in place, then they are joined by sinews, padded with flesh, and then covered in skin. But still there is something missing- there is no life in these bodies. So the prophet is instructed to prophesy to the breath, and finally the breath of life is breathed into this host of people. 

Similarly, in the gospel reading set for this week, the raising of Lazarus happens in stages. Jesus’ good friend Lazarus has been dead and buried for four days, and when Jesus commands him to ‘come forth’ from the tomb, Lazarus does that, but his body is still wrapped in the traditional bandages, or grave clothes that he would have been wrapped in when buried. Note also that Jesus doesn’t go into the tomb and drag Lazarus out of there, but calls him to come out himself. Before Lazarus can fully enter into this new life, and enjoy it, he must first walk out of the place of death, then be unwrapped, and released from these grave clothes. 

So many people seem to have the idea that becoming a Christian will miraculously change everything in their life immediately; or that being a Christian is like having an insurance policy against anything bad ever happening to them. This is obviously not the case, as even Christians have bad days, and can struggle with the hard things in life that are normal for everyone. This is especially pertinent in our current situation with the COVID-19 pandemic continuing to unfold around the world.

In these two Bible passages, we see the hand of God miraculously bringing life to the dead, but in both instances the conversion from death to life is a gradual process. There is a sense that God works in people’s lives over time, to bring about change, rather than being in the business of doing instantaneous magic tricks. Something to think about as we continue our Lenten journey in the time of physical distancing.

Stay safe,

Caro

Next week: Palm Sunday 5th April 2020 - Questions on the Readings -:

Isaiah 50:4-9a – read the passage, and reflect on these questions: 
1. This is the third of four "suffering servant" songs, in Second Isaiah (Chapters 40-55), looking at the meaning of suffering in life. How does the servant journey through his pain and transform it? 
2. How can we transform our pain and serve others with faith and love, just as Jesus did?  
3. "Humble" can also mean " vulnerable". Is humility only about putting other people first or are there other humble attitudes and actions?
4. How do you see God in the midst of your life struggles? How might our greatest challenge be transformed by God into an opportunity to care for others who are suffering in the world?
5. How do you listen to God? Would that change based on today’s scripture?

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 - read the passage, and reflect on these questions:  
1. What kind of psalm is 118? When might this be used in worship?
2. Write your own Psalm of praise based on 118.
3. The psalmist expresses faith in terms of thankfulness. For what can we be thankful on our faith journey?
4. How do you use your faith in God when the going gets tough? Can we always be thankful?
5. How has God's steadfast love supported you through life's ups and downs? 

Philippians 2:5-11 - read the passage, and reflect on these questions: 
1. How does Paul invite us to turn away from societal influence and focus on Jesus’ humble ways?
2.  "Humble" can also mean " vulnerable". How can we demonstrate Jesus' humility today? 
3. How does today's society influence our attitudes? How can this affect our ability to follow Jesus?
4. How do you react to radical ideas? Is there a way to discern where Jesus may be leading you?
5. How can we empty ourselves of our worldly ways and follow Jesus?

Matthew 21:1-11 - read the passage, and reflect on these questions:
1. Matthew tells this story to fulfil all kinds of OT predictions (Zechariah 9:9; Isaiah 62:11). What is this saying about Jesus' identity as the Messiah, the bringer of God's kingdom? 
2. Matthew here describes a procession, a moving demonstration of the need for change starting in Jerusalem. What powers is Jesus challenging with his entry into Jerusalem? 
3. What other moving demonstrations in recent times have challenged the world’s powers and expressed the need for change? Have these had an impact on the way things are? 
4. Have you ever been involved in a protest? What effect did this have on you? What effect did this have on the way things are?
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Offerings:  Even while worship services have been temporarily suspended, expenses for the church continue.  If you do not do so already, could you consider giving by direct debit?  Launceston North bank details are:


BSB 067-601 ,  account number 2802 8231
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